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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* * 
. 


HE following letter is the ſubſtance 

of a few marginal notes, made 

with a pencil, while reading the Biſhop of 
Landaff's Anſwer to Thomas Paine's Age 


of Reaſon. —They were ſcratched in haſte, 


amidſt the frequent interruptions of a young 


family and domeſtic affairs. 


Fine language is not affected; indeed, 


the Jes of it, the better. 


If any one thing is more deſirable than 


another, it is an univerſal tongue, as iu- 
capable of ſophiſtry, and as unerring in 
its dedudion, as arithmetical calculation; 


and as clear and decided as algebraical, 


mathematical, or aſtronomical precifion. 
—M 


* 


. ADVERTISEMENT. 


In fuck a language, the word of God 5 
would probably have been written, if, be- 


| ſides the book of the creation, any book of 


the Deity had been neceſſary, 


If ſue a 3 Dou ever be 

brought about, it will eſtabliſh right 
thinking, right acting, and human good ; 
and do away that babbling, deluſive, and 

very miſchievous thing called ELOQUENCE- Sr Ln 


1 
a ; 
1 MY LORD, 
0 
| You 11. your Reply 
ro Thomas Paine's Age of Reaſon, by ſtating, 
that you think it not inconfifent with Tour = 
to anſwer it. dro | 
” 1 do not know, my Lord, any thing about 
your. /ation that lifts you above other men; that 
'exempts you from doing what you ought, or 
makes it excuſable for you to do /efs. 1 
FV!!! Sterne 
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Sterne obſerves, He that does a dirty 
thing, is a dirty fellow ; ;“ and, by the ſame rule, 
| he that- dees a good thing, is 4 go fellow... 
— Pope ſays, , 


Honour and fame, from o condition riſe, 
AR well your part, there all the honour lies. 


and this is enough about /ation. 


You proceed I have no reluctance ih ac- 
* knowleging, that Mr. Paine poſſeſſes a con- 
e fiderable ſhare of energy of language, and 
acuteneſs of inveſtigation.” 


© Surely this is very fusful and oftentations,— 
| The long and ſhort of the matter is, Thomas 
Paine and vou, write on the ſame ſubject. You 
meet fairly and equally a as men; nothing more 
need be ſaid about it. 


= inſecurity, and private unhappineſs, 
ariſe out of taking ſyſtems. of religion, or go- 
vernment, upon ruſt; and the inveſtigation of 
truth, and all prejudice apart, abiding by her 
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ſacred. Enquiries 2nd diſcriminatiany can n alone 
lead tg e. 4 to e, 2 
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2 | 75% and ſuch, "fie . have for 
years appeared to me to be undeniable axioms, 
and by them I will phe he ſome remarks in 
your 60 Apalogy.: for the Bible,“ - in n apſwer to 
Thomgs Pajne $ Age, of Reaſon, , 


by 
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| You fay to "him, 1 1 hope eee 1s NO want 
15 of charity in 2 that it would haye been 
1 fortunate for che Chriſtian world, had your | 
« life been terminated before you had fulfilled | 
cc your intentions of publiſhing your thoughts 
ol upon religion.” '—Surely, this is paying Tho- 
mas Paine a great compliment, 2 and the Chriſtian 
world a very bad one—You continue, cc In 
1 accompliſhing your purpoſe, vo will. have 


„ + +» 


« unſettled the faith of thouſands, rqoted from 
* the minds of the unhappy virtuous, all their 
« camfortable aſſurance of a future recom- 


B 2 e pence; 


| (+) 
« pence; have annihilated in \ the minds of the 
60 flagitious all their fears of future puniſh= 
ment; you will have given the reins of the 
CO domination of every paſſion, and have con- 
« tributed thereby to the introduction of the 
« public inſecurity and private unhappanels, 


a 


Lo uſually, and almoſt neceflrly, Accompany- 
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ce Ling 2 ſtate of corrupt morals.” 
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All this may be very ne, but boten it it is not 

very true. It 1 is 15 profe fionatly and 22 — 

like, but it will not hear examination; there 


3 Toft : 


are people, and 1 am one of them, who e 


i 


juſt the reverſe. of this; FL who, believe that 
taking opinions upon raft, and being fright- 
ened by religious creeds and impoſitions, OCs 
cafi fon all theſe miſeries; ; and that free enquiry, 
and ſtaring truth in the face, will produce a 
condudt of energy, virtue, and reflitude ; ; will 
desc and eſtabliſh the happineſs of man, and 
which this very Chriſtian religion, as hitherto 


conducted, eng ſerves to deſtroy. 


1 


Feats ago, when a very young mar, I read 
your 11 Apology for Chriſtianity,” and it was | 
one of the firſt books that led me to conſider | 
the Sacred Writings, as they are called, in n 
reſpect above others as fo their vine oright : 
and 1 was perſuaded by your| book then, 4814 am 
by your Anſwer to Thomas Paine 4 not, "that 
they never were meant by the Supreme Being, 
to be Conlidered as: his book for man's bas & 
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£ It might, it is true, as you ſay, © have been 
© fortunate for the Chriftian-wortd, had TRo- 


* mas Paine's ſentiments not been publiſhed;“ 
. : but pray, 1s it fortunate for the zworld at large 
„ to have any Chriftian world at all, and hath not 


man's miſery and imbecility grown out of it? 
hath not bad government, impoſition on com- 
mon ſenſe, and the plunder of the honeſt man's 
property, ariſen out of it —hath not his de- 
| baſement of mind and his poverty been confirm- 
ed; and his chains of ſlavery, rivetted, by 
Chri Nia nic ; and under it and its various no- 


1 Let us aſk this queſtion: 
<. = 


17 


Can ſogiety be ehe than it is, and hath 

been, nder, this bleſſed diſpenſatign ? Can 

mgy live More the evemy of men than he does; 
ag bath not religion been the watch-word, of : 


pelt tion and corruption? Have not bad $0- 


erneut, war, repive, and the happineſs of 


: worthy, myriads of millions been facrificed t to the 
" WORAHLESS. FEW, gt. its bidding ? It is the 
Thee that moyes the expenſive Puppets. that, diſs 
tribute poverty, diftreſs, and Nlavery. around 
them. 

Butt to * is Lach api as hart, my 
Lord, that will lead people to /u/peft the Bible 
not to he the word of God; not to be a book 
upon which man's preſent and future happineſs 
depends. Jou, my Lord, have a prodigious 
maſs of intellect and knowledge ; there are 
few men greater in ſome parts of ſcience than 
yourſelf, few more highly gifted; and yet, at 


2 very advanced age, after employing a life 


wainly in _gjvinity and its reſearches, you are 


obliged to write a large hook, to prove the 


Wer of the Bible, . why, my; Lord, to 
be 


* 
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(1) 
be what you and the feligieniſts want to make 
it appear to be, it ſhould ſtand in need of no 
ſuch frength and voluminous matter to ſup- 
port it. It ſhould be ear, evident, unegqui vocal. 
and bear not the ſhadows, clouds, and thick dark- 
neſs about it that it does. 


You ſay, * God made the Iſtaelites the exe- 
cutors of his vengeance.” Now, the vengeance 
of God, and his creating people to execute 
his wrath upon; &c. and all ſucb matter, is to 


me incomprehenſible; and if the word of God, it is 


calculated to ,. and involve the mind in 
myſtery and diſſatigfuction. 8 


Vou write of the hiſtory of the world, as if 
you really believed the tale of the fr nus and 
woman to be matter of falt; the fat of Adam 


and Eve to be true, in the way it is told, and 
the world no older than a few thouſand Years. 


Sure, my Lord! there are very many natural 
appearances that go to prove the world infinitely 
ape, as far as our calculation goes; and it is 


not either improbable or unphiloſophical to 


ſuppoſe 


(3) 
epo it . exiſted nad of millions of 
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| + You ate a great. man, but if a great and 
generally 27 man, continues in a profeſſion, and 
ſupports one in which there is ſo much /fuff, as 


there is in the ordinances of the Church, and in 
the common prayer book, ſo much of ail that is 


impoſing, abſurd, contradictory, and I had almoſt 


ſaid, blaſphemous, we have a right to ſuſpect 


either his weakneſs or deſign in the belief, and ad- 


mittance of books attached to and the ſupport of 


ſuch profeſſion, and that profe Mon having much 


emolument, grandeur, wealth, ed and ari- 
lara in vit. | 


Lou 67 "PF RAR in Sa anſuer t to Tho- 


mas Paine . Prieſts are as impartial as Lay- 


men,” now this, I think, is not juſt ſo, and I 
contend, and I believe moſt men will do ſo with 
me, that from education, habit, and I N TEREST, 


they are not ſo, having felfih vie dus and pecuniary 


purpoſes to anſwer, which the Layman cannot 
have upon this ſubject. 5 
«c 'The 


„„ ol 
The hecke to miräcles le” you ob⸗ 
& ſerve; fabricated à kind of deiſtical axiom, 


> 


© that no human teſtimony, can eſtabliſh the 


« credibility of a miracle. Whether this be 
fo or not, this I conceive, that no teſtimony 
taken from 2 book very jumbling, contradi ict, 


abfurd, cruel, and obſcene in its matter, will eſta- 
bliſh them. | 


A great part of your Aba is taken up to 


prove, that the books called the Dible, have been 
written by N 


Their exiſtence proves their having been 


written, and who they were written by mat- 
ters not one farthing ; that thity are not divine; 
or the word of God, more than any other an- 
cient piece of literature, is all the Deiſts inſiſt 


x 


ON. 


You are too good a man, my Lord, to do as 
Prieſts formerly would have done, anſwer Tho- 
mas Paine's book as a damnable hereſy, and ſend 


the author Fel- mell to the Devil; but theirs 
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was the ſecure? way to 1 the world of ſuck 
matter, to, burn the book, and its author into 


the bargain, and they were right; for inveſtige- 


Zion will bring out the truth, and ſhake that fa- 


bric, which force, perſecution, and ignorance is 


better calculated to keep entire, and which the 


cool and honeſt attack of reaſon, and inveſtigation 


« wncontrouled, will infallibly 4efroy.—The. age of 
| reaſon is dawning, and your book will accele- 


rate its perfect light! 


The 9d ſyſtems of Religion and Govern- 


ment muſt go, and every defence of them; and 


every ſort of deſpotijm to ſupport them, will act 
as WHderminers.— . Ignorance 15: paſſi ng away; 
that goes, the work will be accompliſhed. og 


world, perhaps for the firſt time, is ſet rightly 


a thinking, thanks 1n a great meaſure to Tho- 


mas Paine—a man, whom his beſt friends and 


| dmirers have under-rated, and Whale wiſdom 
_—_— only by his —— and ae 
| You 5 to 4 N ce you have 1 
Kings and Frieſts all the harm you could, 
i and 


i 


« and that without provocation,” —how is 
this ?- Hath not every man received ſufficient 
provocation from Kings and Priefts, in having | 


himſelf and family impoveriſhed, and his mind 


debaſed, and made miſerable by their impoſition 


on his common ſenſe, and picking his pocket. 


In page 50, you obſerye, © to me it is pro- 


e bable, that the memory of the creation, the 
.« ſeventh day, was handed down from Adam to 
| «© AF his poſterity.” - And do you, my Lord, 


ſeriouſly- believe, that in ſix days God made 


heaven and earth, and reſted on the ſeventh ; 


that Adam and Eve was the firſt man and wo- 


| man; that the world i is no older; the ſtory of 


the apple, &c. &c. do you literally believe all 
this ?—It you do, you certainly are a very pro- 
per perſon, to endeavour to prove the Bible, to 
be the word of God, 


> the labourer is worthy of his hire,” 
you ſay, to prove the right of proviſion for 
prieſts, it may be, that the labourer is wor ah 


of hire,” but let him not be overpaid, oa ped 


Cx 
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at all, at the expence of the poor and indir. 


eus. I believe we ſhould do better without paid: 


Priefts ; but if they muſt be had, let their pro- 


viſion be equal, fair, and moderate. EIGHTEEN | 


THOUSAND A YEAR! a coach and four, or ſix ; 3 


palaces, purple, and fne linen, is a hire no man 


15 worth V or can receive, but through the 


medium of other nen 2 miſery. But 1 move, that 


till prieſts exhibit more practical chriſtianity, 
more virtue in conduct, and live more like the 
Jeſus Chriſt they affect to follow, that they re- 
ceive 0 hire at all. 5 


There is no two things more unlike than 
Cbri if and thoſe who call themſelves his Fol- 


lowers. 


The Deifts have honeſty enough to ſay, they. 
are not Chriſtians ; the Chriſtians prove they. 


are not by their conduct, and have not honeſty 
enough to declare it. 


F 


You know nothing of T homas Paine you 


ſay. — wiſh you knew him well, he is a man 
to 


E 


"C8875 


to be valued for his great 0 of min 


his ſimplicity, conſiſtency, and honeſty ; 3 2 
quick ſenſe of the proper, and true upon all oc+ 
caſions, is his peculiar characteriſtic; but I af- 
fect not to draw at this time the character of a 


man, who, infinitely excels all other men I ever 


knew, or read of, for judgment, acuteneſs, ſcience, 
anecdote, and fancy; for he is a fine poet. 


Your proving the great antiquity of tythes, 


my Lord, I am aſtoniſhed you ſhould produce 
to juſtify them, and to endeavour to vindicate— 
ſuch groſs plunder, ſuch impoſition on ſociety, 
and dead robbery, is the readieſt way to lead us 
to ſuſpect your defence of the Bible, is not ſo de- 
void of prejudice and weakneſs as it ought to be, 


to have due weight. Indeed, there are people, 


who will not liſten with much attention to any 
man's defence of the Bible, who can continue 
in the practice and ſupport of baptiſm, the ſacra- 
ment, and the church ceremonies in general.oIf 
they will ſay, he is ſo weak or defigning as to 
abet and upbold the profeſſion of a biſhop, and 
the ordinances of the church of En gland, it is 
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no baader he believes the Bible to be the 
word of. God, and ſets out to ſupport its divine 


| authenticity.— It does not follow at all, as vou 


ſuggeſt, my Lord, that a man muſt be an 


tc atheiſtical madman, who does not believe the 


account of the creation, the fall of Adam, &c. 
2 man may be the beſt of men, and a true le- 
liever in, and worſhipper of, One God, without 
believing one word of this; and I will hazard 
an opinion, that if it is much written abour, 
and inveſt gated by books and in converſation, : 
that it will ſoon not be literally believed ; ; and 
that man will be the happier and better for 


overcoming the force of prejudice about it. 


- 


In the 80th page, you talk of God's wrath; | 

_ and juſtify his wrath to man. Of this I ſay 
nothing, but that I cannot underſtand it, and 

that I do not like it. When Moſes gave the 
order, that the boys and the women of the 
Midianites ſhould be put to death, but that 
the young maldens ſhould be kept alive for 
themſelves; you ſay, * 1 lee nothing in this 
| ES 19 17 | pro- 


(as 5 


ve proceeding, but good policy, combined with 
„ MERCY 1225 ſtrange — this! | 3 


| 1 alſo ſay, the women children were 
not reſerved for the purpoſes of debauchery, 
but of ſlavery ; and you are very angry with 


Thomas Paine for ſuggeſting the contrary. - 


Now, this is mere aſſertion, and I ſee no- 


thing got by it, one way or the other; though 


you may ſay very acrimoniouſly, ** prove this, 


« and I will allow that the Bible is what you 
* callit, a book of lies and blaſphemy !”?. 


What ſort of women, my Lord, Prob Mi- 
dianitiſh women were, I know not, but I be- 


lieve the women of our day would rather be 
debauched than made ſlaves of, and would think 
the allotment leſs cruel. Nang 


From p. 106 to 111, and in many other 


parts of your © Apology for the Bible, you 


have explained away its being the word of God 


10 completely yourſelf that they need no reply; 
7 | | You 


_ 


Ln) >: 

. obſerve ſomewhere—* »I have come ta 
© one concluſion reſpecting revealed religion; 
be you another; both of us cannot be right ; 

* may God forgive him that is in an error.“ 
If this be true, I do not underſtand i it. A 
man may be morally tight; though mathematically 
wrong. No man can be morally wrong in what 


he believes, though what he believes may not 
de true belief is not an object of the will. As 
ts God's forgiving the errof; this is really all 
ſtuff, it can be of no conſequence to God, nor 
can he have any occaſion to forgive what is no 
error—a. man's belief; | 


6 . what have we to ds (you ſay) with 
% the numerical contradifions in the Bible, but 
to attribute them, whenever they occur, to 
this obvious ſource of ertor,—theinattention | 
& of the tranſlator; in writing one letter for 
4 another, that was like it. „Does the word of 
God then, which ought to come „rait forward; 
unequivocally, and carry conviction, | depend/ on 
tranſlators or the idiom of languages; on the 
: _ of aul men, who have giben it 
any 


e 
any dreſs they like; on jumot, who exclude 
what they pleaſe (the Apocrypha, &c. for in- 
17 ſtance) and admit what ſuits them? Is it to 
| depend on tranſlators and tranflations, and be. 
ſo confined as not to reach a millionth part of 


mankind? 


To me this is very ſatisfactory indeed, for 
it certainly makes againſt the poſition you wiſh: 
to eſtabliſh ; indeed, your book, my Lord, 
all through, is calculated to provoke a &di/- 
cuſſion that will forward as much the principles” 
. of deiſm, as ſome late monarchical books have 
done thoſe of republicamſm. The vulgar adage 
may be applied to the ſupporters of old re- 
ligious creeds, as well as the political ones 
The more they fir the more they fink.” 


You have converſed, you tell us, with many 
Deiſts, and if you live long, my Lord, I pre- 
dict, that you will converſe with many more; 


and J truſt, find them very good characters, 
and calculated to render ſociety honourable 
and happy. 25 


1 ry. Proof, 
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Proof, proof, you exclaim, is what we e-r 


quire, and not aſſertion; ſo much the better; 


and it is proof, proof, that the advocates of 


Deiſm want, or rather do not want, for the 


moſt of it ſeems to be on their ſide; they have 


not ſo many private views to anſwer, as Priefts 


have, and the ſtill unperſecuting voice of philoſo- 


phy and truth, ſeems to be on their fide almoſt 
_ univerſally. p 


| You complain much of the ſcurrility of 


Thomas Paine.—No author had ever ſo little 


. perſonal abuſe in him, and amidſt the ſevere 


conduct from Governments, bodies of men, and 


individuals, he hath perſevered in ns 
truth, and N 


Dn ck er the ſpecious appearance of candour, 
70 Ge ot always candid, and occaſionally 
. evince muctvlittleneſs and Hliberality, which is 
meant to be the more cutting, from the affecta- 
lion of charity and temper that it bears. Boling- 
broke and Voltaire, you ſay, muſt yield the 
* of ſeurrility t to Thomas Paine.— They 
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were very great men, my Lord; whettic| they 
muſt yield the palm of ſcurrility to him, or 
Whether there is any ſcurrility in the matter, 1 


cannot» tell, but this will be pretty generally 
acknowledged, they muſt yield the palm of 


conviction to him; and that he will take the 


lead in effect infinitely of both theſe, and wri- 
ters on e ſide the queſtion. 


4:46 « Permit me (you ſay to Thomas Paine) to 
- late to you, what would in my opinion, 
* have been a better mode of proceeding ; 
ce better ſuited to the character of an honeſt 
« man, fincere in his endeavours to ſearch out 


* truth.—Such a man in reading the Bible, 


* would, in the firſt place, examine whether 


the Bible, attributed to the Supreme Being, 
6e any attributes repugnant to ſobriety, truth, 
10 and ſuſticẽ; whether it repreſented him as 
ſubject to human infirmities, &c.”—Now I 
do not know that ſcurrility may be applied, as 
charadteriſtic of the firſt part of this paragraph, 

but it ſtrikes me as very uncvaritable, Uliberal, 


and nt | =. 
| D 2 I have 


8 (6 | 
ä 1 6 1 ſaid what I k no.] Thomas 
Paine to be, and I wiſh every man was as Bo- 
neſt and /icere in his endeavours” to ſearch 


32> 


out truth,” and as incorrupt in his intercourſes, 
we ſhould then, my Lord, have very ſoon very 
little error, in the world in either theory or 
| practice. As to the latter part of this ſentence, 
you are calling upon Thomas Paine to do, what 
he hath very convincingly done, and what every 
unprejudiced reader of the Bible muft 'do——dil- 
cover that it attributes to the Supreme Being, 
attributes repugnant. to ſobriety, W r _ 
juſtice. | 515 


In page 207, 209, you have a. fue pafſage, 
in reply to Thomas Paine's ſaying.— . I have 
gone through the Bible, as a man would 
6. go through a wood, with an axe on his : 
“ ſhoulder, and fell trees; here they lie, and 
the Prieſis, if they can, may replant them; 
they may perhaps ſtick them in the ground, 
but they will never grow.“ Here, my Lord, 

you fly off to me very unintelligibly.— You 
have loſt your way on the mountains of Le- 


* pbanon, 


't 921) 


2 hanon, the goodly cedar trees whereof la- 


<« menting the madneſs, and pitying the 
& blindneſs of your rage againſt them, have 
e ſcorned the blunt edge, and the baſe tem- 
e por of your axe, and laughed unhurt, at the 
«« feebleneſs of your ſtroke. Hey Presto't 


here's' your wotks |! —this is very, very ſublime; 
very liberal, and very convincing ; ſomewhat afs 


ter Burke's manner !—O. rare: goodly trees of 
Lebanon]! Thomas Paine's baſe, blunt edged 


axe, ſhall not injure you! + 4 1 2 
.. Amongſt other complainings againſt Tho- 
mas Paine, you ſay, he has perplexed the 
* minds of honeſt men, who wiſh to worſhip 
* the God of their fathers in ſincerity and 


te truth ;”. this is affertion, and I believe 


: falſe aſſertion; for I think the writings of 


Thomas Paine, and all fair, not to ſay unfair 
diſcuſſion, is the way to wnperflex the mind, 
and the day of unperflexing people's minds ſeems 
to be at hand, both in religion and politics; 


ſo ſhall more of that ſincerity and truth you 


allude to, be, and increaſe in the world; to 
find 


A» a6. 


= find it now is difficult, notwithſtanding we are 
ſuch a believing, profeſſing, teligious, welt 
governed Church and State people. on brite han 


"In alluding to the miraculous wens den {4} 

which Thomas Paine eſteems a fable, and it. 
N certainly ſounds more like a fable than an 

thing elſe, you quote the angel's declaration to 

Mary, as matter to prove the incarnation— 

% The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and 

« the power of the higheſt ſhall overſhadow 

r thee, therefore that holy thing which ſhall 

© be born of thee, ſhall be called the Son of 

© God.” 


'To believe this, we muſt believe the con- id 
verſation of angels with 1 men literally ; but of | 
this angel to Mary what of it ?—the paſſage 
* implies not to me, even then that Mary's 
child, Jeſus Chriſt, was | begotten but by Jo- 
feph, and this is ſo natural withal the other 
is ſo unnatural, obſcene, not to ly blaſphemous, 
and ſo very equivocally expreſſed, that I con- 
ffs it carries no conviction to me, and it ſeems Wh 
| " alto. 7 


„„ 
altogether more likely to have grown out of 
the heathen ſtory of Jupiter's intrigues on 
earth, &c. and tales of that ſort. See Firſt 
Part of the Age of Reaſon. 


From p. 224, through ſeveral pages on, you | 


admit, my Lord, ſo much of the looſeneſs, and 
inaccuracy of the Teſtament detail, that it goes 


very far to do away the notion of its being the 
word of God, which ſhould be more clear, dif- 


tin, and leſs contradifory, to advantage your 
argument. 


After this comes a long tracing of genealogy ; 


this may be worth your and Thomas Paine's 
inveſtigation, but I have always felt that it is 


not worth mine, and I am totally indifferent 
about it. | | 


Thomas Paine ſays, © who would now be- 


( lievea girl, who ſhould ſay ſhe was gotten 
with child by a ghoſt” This queſtion you 


call abominably indecent and profane. Now, 


I cannot ſee it either the one or the other 7» Sp 


it may be fairly anſwered ; no perſon would 


2 believe 


i 


F- 4 


( 24 ) „ 
believe it, nor is it any way efential to our bap- 
pineſs, that we ſhould belteve the incarnation.— ; 
Believers who ſwallow ſuch notions as theſe, 
are, I dare aſſert, believers upoft zruf, and ex- 


amine not; and have been frightened for cor- 


rupt purpoles, to profe ſs creeds, which to be 
happy, _ muſt do away, and not uphold. 


„ 


It is well ſaid 28 Dr. Young, 


cc 7 ruth never was indebted to a lie.” 


© Thomas Paine, you obſerve, will never 
xe perſuade the world that the Holy Spirit of 
te God, has any reſemblance to the. ſtage 
t& ghoſts of Hamlet or Macbeth; from which 
you ſeem to have derived your idea of i 
Where Thomas Paine got his idea of ghoſts 
I never heard him ſay, but ſuch ghoſts as you, 
my Lord, allude to above, are, I fancy, in 

moſt peoples belief, the likeliefl, to bel chil- 


dren. 


I aſk no excuſe for thus treating the ſub- 
ject —let every man have the liberty of treat- 
ing 


. 


{$$ 
ing a ſubject, as he pleaſes. I have no reaſon 
to be grave about it; no intereft in its being 
believed or not; let thoſe who have, be ſolemn, 


ſerions, overbearing and angry. 


The alluſions you make about the authen- 
ticity of events, do not ſeem to me to be 


at all happy. — The events you advert to, 


were mere human events; they involve no be- 


lief of the incarnation, and ſuch incomprehenſible 


matter, and therefore are not in point. 


You ſay to Thomas Paine, —“ You cer- 


e tainly have read the New Teſtament, but 


" not, I think, with great attention.“ I be- 
lieve you are right, my Lord, that he never 
Audied that book; and I think it is very well 


| for his opponents he has not; for, if he had, 


judging from what ſome attention to it hath 
done, he would have bothered you Rill more, 
and as it is, he hath made objectious to Chriſti- 
anity, and word of God believers, that are not 
removed that I ſee. 


* F - 
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1 do not know what illuftrious characters. 
Thomas Paine calls ltars, fools, and knaves; 
but this I do know, mankind have had their 
underſtandings ſhockingly impoſed on, and their 


_ pockets drained, by characters in high tuations 


and ſtations, and that ſurreptitious and falſe con- 


ſequence, hath miſerably debaſed and enervated 
their minds, and villainouſly plundered them. 


In the whole courſe of your Apology, you 
manifeſt great ſoreneſs at the way in which 
Thomas Paine mentions the prieſts. Now, 
this I wonder at, not only becauſe it looks 
like being hurt, but becauſe the obſervations 
on this head are generally fair, and ſuch ob- 


ſervations are generally allowed to be fo. It is 


only doing what prieſts themſelves have always 
done of one another; their lives have been made 
up of differences and revilings—differentes even 
about this very book, the Bible and Teſtament; 
for religioniſts differ ſo greatly about it,” and 
each of them objecting to the admittance of 


certain parts they have at one time or another 


themſelves upſet and denied the validity and : 


divine 


1 ( #7 } 5 
divine authenticity of the book. There can 
be no doubt but that prieſts of all ages, and 
all ſects, have ſtood in the way of man's hap- 
pineſs: robbed him and made him miſerable. 


Speaking of the Sacred Writers, as they are 
called, you ſay, © had they been impoſtors, 
they would have written with more caution, 
% and have obviated every cavil, and avoided 
« every appearance of contradiction; this 
„% they have not done, and this I conſider as a 
<« proof of their honeſty and veracity.” This is 
reaſoning indeed, but it 1s greatly againſt your- 
ſelf ; and J will engage, that the majority of 
readers do not think with you, that this is 
matter of proof in your | favour, more than 
many other of your following Pages. You 
| fay, © there is nothing in Deiſm but what is in 
«© Chriſtianity ; but there is much in Chriſti- 
4 anity which is not in Deiſm;“ there is, in- 
deed, much of what Deiſm hath not—contradie- 

gion, myſtery, and unintelligibility, | 


NS 15 It 


( 28 ) 


It is by no means true, that the doubts of a 


Deiſt, of a future ſtate, are greater than thoſe | 
of the Chriſtian. The fact is, Chriſtians, as 
they are called, take things on rut, and adopt, 
as a faſhion or habit, what they have never er- 
amined et them ſet about eramining— this I 
will make them really, truly, and at heart, of 
ſome belief ; this will give them xt principles, 
and I have no doubt, mend their conduct, in- 
creaſe their energies and virtues, and do away 
much vice, which forms, and religious creeds, 


have made them ſet down quietly. under. 


Indeed, indeed, my Lord, chile muſt 
exhibit infinitely more reclitude of manners, 
and preatneſs of mind, before they will make 
their profeſſion reſpected, or the truth of their 
ſyſtem believed. They muſt, my Lord, have 

much leſs of the pomps and vanities of the 
world; much leſs luſt of wealth, and the other 
ſinful purſuits of he ſeſh, before their holy 
religion will be held ſacred, or eſcape ſuſpicion 
of validity. 5 


„ The 


1 


The Chriſtian admits, you obſerve, ths. 


hs Providence of God, and the liberty of 


«© human Siva; ; the Deiſt is involved in 


& great difficulties, when he undertakes the 


ce proof of either.“ 
ing the Chriſtian admits ; the people called 
Chriſtians, do indeed admit a wonderful deal, | 
and a wonderful deal more than they believe, Or 
have ever troubled their heads to reflect on or 
inveſtigate; hut when they 1 inſtead of 
admitting, they are involved in the ſame diffi- 
culties as the Deiſt.—T he caſe is, the Provi- 
dence of a God, and the liberty of human 


actions, may be as readily denied, or admitted, 


by the Deiſt, as the Chriſtian ; but has man's 
happineſs any thing to do with it, and is it not 


like other metaphyſical points, mere matter of 


ſpeculation, and may it not be admitted by 


ſome, and denied by others, without any in- 


fringement of the comforts of ſociety. It is 


not ſpeculation, but adopting ſpeculations 
into impoſi ing creeds, and making matter of mo- 
ney, or influence f them, tant does the miſ- 
chief. | 


Thomas 


bg DLO, 


You are right in ſay- 
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Thomas Paine aſſerts, there was no ſuch 
| book as the New Teſtament, till more than 
three hundred years after the time that Chriſt 
is ſaid to have lived; this you affect to dif 
prove, but by no means do it, and after col- 
lecting all your ſtrength and authorities, only 
leave a matter doubtful, vague, and era 
that ougbt to ſubſtantiate your opinions, to 
be as clear as light, and the quoting JosTIN 
MaRrrTyYR, or any other authority, is weaken- 
ing the fabric you want to erect ; for the doc- 
trines you want to prove, ought to ſtand full, 
clear, and unequivocal, and be felt and acknowe 
leged, without having all this uncertain mat- 
ter to make them be underſtood. According: 
to your account, Favs rus's authenticity, &c. 
ought not to be received hy then Max- 


8 8, &c. &c. 


| When Thomas Paine 5 to "he evi- 
dence of Paul in the caſe of his being ſtruck 


| to the ground, when j journeying to Damaſcus, 
and his hearing a voice iſſuing from the lighten- 


ing, ſpeaking to kim in the vulgar tongue, 
you 


81 J =: 


you tell him to read Lord Littleton's Obſerva- 5 


tions on the Converſion of St. Paul. Surely 
this, my Lord, is childiſh, and unargumentati ve. 
The opinions of Lord Littleton on this ſubject, 
muſt, to be ſure, have great weight. —If a 
Lord canuot prove a Saint to be right, we are 
badly off certainly | 


As to your obſervations about holy men, 
and holy things, and Thomas Paine's abuſe 
of them, the fact is, you do not think the 
fame men and things, holy; and in point of 
acrimony, the Biſhop of Landaff is not behind 
Thomas Paine ; the latter, I think, abundantly 
\ fuller of proof all through his book, and I do 
not believe with you, if you do believe it, 
that the holy men, and holy things you allude 


to, will be remembered, when T homas Paine 


and his arguments are forgotten. If this 
ſhould happen, ſo be it; to ſearch, inveſti- 
gate, and have opinions, can alone ſecure man's 
happineſs ; and his being · wiſe and good, can 
only ariſe out of the deſtruction of all civil and 
religious impaſitious and oppreſſions. 

8 | | | © The 
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(32) 
« The Bible, you exultingly exclaim, has 
« withſtood the learning of Porphyry, and the 


* pom er of Julian, to ſay nothing of the 
cc manichean Fauſtus it has reſiſted the 
« genius of Bolingbroke, and the wit of Vol- 
« taire ;** and ſo you infer it is to ſtand for 
ever. The old French government flouriſhed : 
many ages, and withſtood the attacks, and 
triumphed over the aſſaults of the wie and 
Het, but it wen? a! laft. 


But it is not juſt as you ſtate it, for the Bible 
hath not with/ood the attacks of its contro- 
verſies and objectors, but it hath conſiderably 
and greatly 1% its value in the minds of many z 
and a blind confidence zz it, and thoſe who have 
created it, into creeds and ſyſtems of impoſitions, 
hath abated in many, many thouſands, and an 
improper reſpect for it and them, is daily wear- 
ing away, and that amongſt thoſe, whom the 
ſtale malignant obſervation of prieſts cannot 
be brought againſt, that men of bad morals. 
and manners are alone its enemies. 


You 


. 


You ſay, “ No, Sir ; no, this miſerable ſtuff, 


this blaſphemous perverſion of Scripture z 


that the Almighty committed debauchery 


% with a woman, is not the doctrine of the 


New Teſtament ;”—how is this? if not, 
ſurely your doctrine of the incarnation goes to. 
the ground. If Chriſt was not the Son of 
God, whoſe ſon was he? Your obſervation, - 


here, ſeems to me to be quibbling, as well as 


| abuſive. If you do not mean to prove Chriſt 


the Sou of God, what do you mean to prove ? 
If the Son of God, how begotten ? 


A little after this, you tell what the Scrip- 
ture. teaches—** to them that have done evil, 
« the reſurrection unto damnation”—this 18 
a hard word, and very unlike the word of 
God I think. Yaur alluding after this to the 


excellent moral ſentiments of the New Teſta- 


ment, hath nothing to do with it: their exce/- 


| lence is not denied; the didactic part of the 


New Teſtament is held in as much reſpect, and 


as much valued, by Deists as by Christians; and 


it makes no part of their interest to believe 


F | any 


any farther, or to induce others to do ſo. 


Priefts, I again ſay, have an interest in doing 
ſo, or 1 am wrong informed of the Church 

revenue (the establi iſhed Church only) of this 
country, which I conclude i is about twenty-five 

hundred thouſand pounds more, yearly, than 
the whole expence of the government of 


America. 


As to your rant, my Lord, about ſpurious 5 
philoſophy, democratic ſociety, and equaliza- 
tion of property, it is altogether beneath you, 8 
or any man of common ſenſe, and common honesty ; 
equalization of property hath nothing to do with 
Thomas Paine, or bis principles; and this part 
of your Apology for the Bible deſerves no anſwer. 

We underſtand this, and all about it, and ſo, 
and where it comes from ; ſo good bye to it ; 
it makes to be ſure, a part of the Bible Story. 


The fag end of this paragraph contains a 
great truth. This is the wiſe obſervation : 
* No man has a right to do wrong.” No, 

my Lord! nor any ſet of men, how high ſoever 


in title, power, or rank, civil or religious. 


The 
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The ohiloſphic. pages that follow,are Chis. 


and affecting they are ſentiments common to, 


and belonging to all men, and are more likely 


to acquire force, beauty, and energy, under a 
ſyſtem of Deiſm, than that of Christianity. 


The hiftorically aſcertaining events, and 


thus ſtep by ſtep certifying them, does not 


prove revelation :—it proves a regular ſucceſſion 
of account, but that does not validate the first 
rumour ; for there may be as regular a detail of 


a lie, as of a truth. Your reply, my Lord, moſt 


likely is: but why ſuppoſe the circumſtance 77/elf 


falſe ;—I anſwer, Becauſe it doth not accord 
with what hath generally been ; is inconfiſtent 
with the regular laws of nature, the dignity 
and - beauty of its author's univerſal works and 


proceedings, and calculated too generally to 


impoſe on the underſtandings, and pick the 


pockets of ſociety. 


You telling Thomas Paine, my Lord that 
Sir Iſaac Newton was a Chriſtian, is tacitly ſay- 


ing, and you ought to be ſo, becauſe he Was. 
* Suppoſe 
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„ 
Suppoſe a biſhop tn Sir Iſaac Newton's day, 
had :old Bim, Fe bad ho right to think differ- 
ently from Copernice:, as a natural philoſopher ; 


would this have been moſt reaſonable Or abſurd ? 


The Chrilian gion itſelf was once an 
innowation, and is n. rejected by above three- 
four hs of mankind, who hoid other re:igious 


opinions. 


At the concluſion of your book you ſay, 


You wil not repiy to#6y i. wer to it; whether 


this ariſes from coniciuus vulnerability, or ſelf— 
ſufficiency, I know not ; but this I know, it 
neither recommends yourlelf, or ſtrengthens 


your caule. 


| partaker of trat “. t in Deiſm, which is the 


foundation of my happineſs in this world, and 
of all my hopes in ancilier, I bid you fare- 
well! 

A DEIST” 


Sincercly wiſhing, that you may become a 


